
Pre-printed re -registration materials will be mailed by March 15.  Please check 

forms carefully and make any changes necessary. Prompt return of your registra-

tion is your best assurance that you will  receive the session you requested.  To 
offer all of our families an equal opportunity, classes are filled on a first -
registered, first - filled basis. We have a limited number of classes offered at 

each session and students will be placed in the order that registrations are re-

ceived. We will begin accepting re -registrations and new registrations on April 

5th & 7th during PSR class time (5:00pm -8:00pm Mon or Wed 6:00 -7:15) or Mon -

Thurs 9am -1pm. Drop  off only is available until 8pm Mon -Thurs in the Parish Cen-

ter. Please do not send the registration to your studentõs teacher ñ please 

bring it to the office . If a situation prevents you from registering on time, 

please call the PSR office and we will try to accommodate you.  

Our teachers are put into place during the summer months. If we have a low or 

high enrollment at a particular session, we will reduce or increase the number of 

teachers at that time period. When parents choose to register late, it is difficult 

to know where to place teachers in order to best accommodate parentsõ sched-

ules. Please, help us to help you by registering on time. Please carefully consider 

your childõs extra-curricular activities when choosing a session. Registrations are 

due JUNE 1st.  Any re - registrations received after June 1st will be assessed 

a $25 late fee, without exception.   You will be notified if we cannot accommo-

date your choice of sessions. You will receive a newsletter at the middle of Au-

gust with your childõs teacher, class assignment and session listed. New student 

registration forms are available on line at www.stjoecot.org If you have any ques-

tions regarding the registration process, please call the Religious Education Of-

fice.                                  Change of address?  If you have moved or if you have a 
new telephone number, please notify the PSR office.  Our database is separate from the 
parish database and we may not have your updated information on file. 

PSR REGISTRATION INFORMATION   2010/2011 

PARENTS OF PSR  

If you are interested in getting involved with the PSR program consider joining Par-

ents of PSR.  This group helps to coordinate activities related to PSR as well as ad-

vising the coordinator on activities and ideas for the PSR program. All parents are 

welcome to attend our next meeting on Thursday, January 21st at 7:00pm in the 

conference room located on the main level of the Parish Administration Building. 

Currently this group is designing t-shirts for the PSR program. More information 

will be sent home as this project is finalized. 
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military PSR families 
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¶ Confirmation/First Com-
munion  Reminders 

¶ Are you being called to be 
a catechist? 

¶ Parents  of PSR update 

¶ Eucharistic Week 
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8TH  GRADE TO  SPONSOR A BABY SHOWER 
 

Mary Queen of Angels (located in OõFallon) helps pregnant women with the necessary 
healthcare, counseling, encouragement  and practical baby items they need to ensure a healthy 
birth. They provide assistance to babies up to age 6.  

At the beginning of our school year, each 8th grade student spiritually adopted a baby, named 
their baby, has continued to follow itõs development and prayed for their baby throughout the 
year. On Monday, April 5th and Wednesday, April 7th   we will celebrate 2 events; we will 
celebrate the impending births of our spiritually adopted babies and the culmination of the 
preparation of our confirmation candidates to be fully initiated in the Catholic Church.  

We are asking each student to bring their baby bottle filled with money and/or a baby gift to 
class on April 5/ 7. We will provide pizza, play shower games and have a great time. Gifts will be 
donated to Mary Queen of Angels and are greatly appreciated. Thank you for all you have done 
to support your son or daughter on their spiritual journey. May God bless you! 

FINAL  PSR PAYMENT  D UE IN  FEBRUARY 

ARE YOU  BEING CALLED TO  BE A CATECHIST? 

During March and April we will begin recruiting teachers for the 10/11 school year. 
No special training is required, just a love of children and a willingness to share your 
faith. This is a great time to stop in and observe a classroom to see if it is something you 
may be interested in for the coming year. We will be training new teachers during the 
summer months and provide mentors to assist you. If you have any questions or would 
just like more information about what it means to be a PSR teacher, please call the PSR 
office at (636) 441-0055  x301. I will be happy to answer your questions. 

COME AND  

OBSERVE A PSR 

CLASS AND  SEE 

IF   GOD  IS 

CALLING  YOU  

TO  SHARE YOUR  

FAITH  WITH  

THE CHILDREN 

OF OUR  PARISH 
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If you arranged to pay your PSR fee in three installments, one third was due at the time of regis-
tration, one third was due in November and the final payment is due in February.  We hope to 
have all accounts clear before registration begins for the 2010/2011 PSR year. 

If you are facing financial difficulties, please call the PSR office and we will assist you.  No child 
will be denied a religious education because of inability to pay. 

FOR INFORMATION 

REGARDING OUR 

CANCELLATION POL-

ICY DURING INCLEM-

ENT WEATHER, 

PLEASE REFER TO 

YOUR PARENT HAND-

BOOK OR OUR WEB-

SITE AT 

WWW.STJOECOT.ORG 

 Dear Parents of incoming freshmen (8th graders),  Hi, my name is Tim McMillin, I am the youth minister at St. 

Joseph Parish.  Your 8th grader will be entering high school before you know it.  As your son or daughter begins high school, I 
hope to get to know her or him, on a more personal basis as they enter the Life Teen Program at St. Joseph Parish.  
If you are interested in being on our email list to be informed of teen activities please email your address to: 

youth@stjoecot.org  

Check out St. Joe Life Teen on the web:  stjoecotlifeteen.com 

In Christ 
Tim McMillin 
St. Joseph Cottleville Catholic Church 
Youth Minister 
 



This year we will be collecting donations for military troops stationed in war 
zones. If you have a husband, wife or sibling of a PSR student stationed in an 
area at war, please contact the PSR office. We would like to sponsor them 
for our Lenten Project. We may open this up to aunts, uncles, cousins based 
upon our response. Contact our office by January 29th so we can begin this 
project for Lent. 

Thank you to the parents and students who volunteered to help on Saturday and at Donut 
Sunday. Our 8th grade students who helped were awesome as well as the parents and students 
who set up, worked and cleaned up. Everyone worked very hard and visitors were very im-
pressed with our volunteers.  

A resounding òTHANK YOUó to all who donated items to our Christmas Shoppe. The shoppers 
during Saturday and Sunday were thrilled with all the beautiful items. We were overwhelmed 
with the generousity of the PSR parents and entire parish. We raised $2595 for our St. Vincent 
dePaul Society. THANK YOU!!! 

OUR LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT FOR PSR 

THANK YOU...  
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From: the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul 

The Season of Lent begins  February 17th 

The three traditional pillars of Lenten observance are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The key to renewed appropriation of these practices is to 

see their link to baptismal renewal. 

Prayer: More time given to prayer during Lent should draw us closer to the Lord. We might pray especially for the grace to live out our bap-

tismal promises more fully. We might pray for the elect who will be baptized at Easter and support their conversion journey by our prayer. 

We might pray for all those who will celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation with us during Lent that they will be truly renewed in their 

baptismal commitment. 

Fasting: Fasting is one of the most ancient practices linked to Lent. In fact, the paschal fast predates Lent as we know it. The early Church 

fasted intensely for two days before the celebration of the Easter Vigil. This fast was later extended and became a 40-day period of fasting 

leading up to Easter. Vatican II called us to renew the observance of the ancient paschal fast: "...let the paschal fast be kept sacred. Let it be 

celebrated everywhere on Good Friday and, where possible, prolonged throughout Holy Saturday, so that the joys of the Sunday of the Resur-

rection may be attained with uplifted and clear mind" (Liturgy, # 110). 

Fasting is more than a means of developing self-control. It is often an aid to prayer, as the pangs of hunger remind us of our hunger for God. 

The first reading on the Friday after Ash Wednesday points out another important dimension of fasting. The prophet Isaiah insists that fasting 

without changing our behavior is not pleasing to God. "This, rather, is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound unjustly, untying the 

thongs of the yoke; setting free the oppressed, breaking every yoke; sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the 

homeless; clothing the naked when you see them, and not turning your back on your own" (Is 58:6-7). 

Fasting should be linked to our concern for those who are forced to fast by their poverty, those who suffer from the injustices of our eco-

nomic and political structures, those who are in need for any reason. Thus fasting, too, is linked to living out our baptismal promises. By our 

Baptism, we are charged with the responsibility of showing Christ's love to the world, especially to those in need. Fasting can help us realize 

the suffering that so many people in our world experience every day, and it should lead us to greater efforts to alleviate that suffering. 

Abstaining from meat traditionally also linked us to the poor, who could seldom afford meat for their meals. It can do the same today if we 

remember the purpose of abstinence and embrace it as a spiritual link to those whose diets are sparse and simple. That should be the goal we 

set for ourselvesða sparse and simple meal. Avoiding meat while eating lobster misses the whole point! 

Almsgiving: It should be obvious at this point that almsgiving, the third traditional pillar, is linked to our baptismal commitment in the same 

way. It is a sign of our care for those in need and an expression of our gratitude for all that God has given to us. Works of charity and the 

promotion of justice are integral elements of the Christian way of life we began when we were baptized. 



 

Feb 15ñPresidents DayñNo PSR Classes 

Feb 17ñASH WEDNESDAYñNo PSR Classes 

Feb 21ñConfirmation Meeting for parents/students/sponsors 2:00pm Church   

March 7ð First Communion meeting in church 1:30pmñparents only 

Mar 15/17 ðNo ClassñSpring Break 

Mar 22/24 - 2nd Grade Family Celebration during regular class time students/ parents ñcafeteria 

Apr 5/ 7ðRegistration begins for 10/11 school year 

Apr 5/7ñBaby Shower & Confirmation Celebration during regular class times 

Apr 5/7 - First Communion pictures/practice - during regular class times in church 

Apr 8ñFirst Communion Rehearsal for students making 1st Communion on 4/10ñ7pm Church 

Apr 10ñFirst Holy Communion- 10:00am churchñarrive by 9:30am 

Apr 12/14ñConfirmation practice during regular class time 

Apr 13ñFirst Communion Rehearsal for students making 1st Communion on 4/17ñ7pm Church 

Apr 15ð Confirmation 7:30pm Church 

Apr 17ñFirst Holy Communion- 10:00am churchñarrive by 9:30am 

Apr 22ð Confirmation 7:30pm Church 

 

PSR will bring the great taste of GUSõ PRETZELS to our cafeteria! 

On Monday, March 1st and Wednesday, March 3rd the PSR parents will be 
baking and selling delicious Gusõ Pretzels during dismissal at each PSR ses-
sion.  We will begin selling at 6:00 p.m. on Monday and at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Come into the cafeteria and enjoy a warm, freshly 
baked pretzel.  Cost will be $1.00 each or 6/$5.00  Proceeds will bene-
fit several PSR families that are in need of tuition assistance.  

If you would be interested in picking up the pretzels from Gusõ it would be 
greatly appreciated. Please contact the PSR office is you would like to vol-
unteer.  

I MPORTANT  DATES  TO  MARK  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR  

LENTEN PRETZEL SALES 
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We will be baking 
them fresh during 

class time!!  Volun-
teers are needed. 



At the end of Mass, the priest sends us out to òlove and serve the Lordó. Strengthened by receiving the 

Body of Christ, we then go forth to BE the Body of Christ to the world.  

The church teaches that to truly love and serve the Lord we are each called to love and serve one another:  

¶ Help your children learn patience by modeling patience  

¶ Stand up for a co -worker that has been treated unfairly  

¶ Listen to a friend even though you may have much on your to -do list  

¶ Write, call or email a local politician to share your views on an important issue  

¶ Get involved in your parish  

In these and many other ways, we live what we celebrate.        

Called to Love and Serve  

CONFIRMATION DATES & REMINDERS 

A reminder to our Confirmation parents and students  regarding Confirmation dates: 

Thursday, April 15, 2010ñCelebrant: Monsignor Vernon Gardin  - 7:30 p.m. Church 

Attending classes:  Mrs. Walton, Mrs. Weiss, Mr. Catlett, Miss Schwaegel, Mr. Recca 

Thursday, May 7, 2009ñCelebrant: Bishop Hermannñ7:30 p.m. Church 

Attending classes:  Mrs. Aleman, Deacon Schaeffer, Mr. Palermo, Mrs. Wootten, Home School & Academy 

Attire for confirmation candidates and their sponsors: 

Womenñmodest dress, suit, blouse, skirt or pants of any color. Halter, backless and/or spaghetti strap dresses are not 
acceptable attire for church. Shoulders, bodices and stomachs must be covered and necklines must be discrete. No shawls, 
scarves or wraps are allowed. Ladies will be modestly covered from their shoulders to their knees. Open-toe shoes or san-
dals are acceptableñbut no flip-flops 

Men must wear dress slacks, dress shirt, tie and dress shoes (no tennis shoes). There are no color requirements. Cargo 
style pants and polo/golf style shirts are inappropriate. Suit coats or blazers are most appropriate but not required. 

Those students requesting the Sacrament of Confirmation through St. Joseph Church are to meet 
all requirements set by our parish. 

THE DEADLINESfor all paperwork is February 12th . All retreat forms, INFORMA-
TION SHEETS, service hours, saint reports, letters to the Archbishop should be turned in to 
your teacher.  

PARENTS AND STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TURNING PAPERWORK IN ON 
TIME.  As discussed in the parent meeting parent participation is crucial. BE SURE TO CHECK 
WITH YOUR STUDENT TO MAKE SURE ALL PAPERWORK IS TURNED IN. 

Rite of Enrollment Ceremony Sunday, February 21, 2010 for candidates/sponsors/parents  please note 

the time of the meeting is 2:00 p.m. in church. All students preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation are ex-

pected to attend. Attendance will be taken and sponsor handbooks will be distributed. 
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The St. Joseph parish council is embarking on a program called Living Eucharist which we pray 
will have a lasting impact on all parishioners. The Living Eucharist is consistent with the vision 
that the parish council has embraced: 

 "As the parish council of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cottleville, we envision a vibrant and 
radiant community of faith 

    -founded on personal relationships with Christ and one another 

    -centered in the celebration of the Eucharist as the source and summit of all our activities 

    -challenged by Christ's call to holiness and discipleship 

    -nourished by a deep knowledge of God's Word and the Catholic faith 

    -committed to evangelization as the essential mission of the Church." 

 There are several initiatives that are being implemented in order to bring the Living Eucharist 
closer to all of our hearts and minds, one of which is a very exciting "Eucharistic week" which 
will take place during Lent 2011. We are looking for volunteers who can help bring this excit-
ing event to our St. Joseph school, PSR students, and all parishioners during this "Eucharistic 
week".  

  A "Miracles of the Eucharist" display, sand sculptures, an evening night out to take a Eucharis-
tic tour with your family, musical inspiration, and parishioners dressed up as Christ's disciples 
are just a few events being planned for this week just to name a few teasers!! Our goal is to have 
a week long calendar filled with events that will inspire and draw us closer to our Catholic iden-
tity, the Eucharist. 

 If through prayerful consideration you feel called to join the team that will bring this unprece-
dented event to our parish, please contact Laura Weinzirl at 636-441-0055 ext. 301 
(lweinzirl@stjoecot.org), Mary Feldt at 636-379-3642 (maryfeldt@aol.com), Terry Roberts at 
636-441-9042 (robertst@stifel.com), or any of the parish council members. 

Research studies show that children who go to church every week:    

Have an increased average life expectancy of 8 years   *  Develop a solid sense of right and wrong  *   Have a reduced tendency 
toward rebelliousness   *   Have a reduced likelihood of using alcohol, tobacco or drugs   *   Improve their attitudes and in-
crease participation at school 

Mass also gives your family the opportunity to:   

Seek forgiveness   *   Learn how Godõs word impacts your life   *   Offer yourself to the Lord   *   Experience the miracle of 
bread and wine changing into the Body and Blood of Christ   *   Reach out to others with the Peace of Christ   *  Forgive oth-
ers during the Lordõs Prayer   8   Come forward to receive the body, blood, soul and divinity of the Risen Christ   * Bow your 
head for the blessing and go forth to make the world a better place 

The best part is that you can do all this in just one hour a week! So the next time you might wonder why you should go 
through the trouble of getting everyone ready for Mass, remember that strong families are based on a strong foundation. 

       From:  OSV/Take Out 

EUCHARISTIC WEEKñLENT 2011 

H OW  MASS CAN  MAKE YOUR  WEEK BETTER 

LIVING  

EUCHARIST 

GATHERED BY 

CHRISTõS WORD  

N OURISHED BY 

CHRISTõS BODY  

& BLOOD  

SENT TO  BE 

CHRIST FOR 

OTHERS 
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Get involved with 
planning the 

 Eucharistic Week 
Itõs a great  

Opportunity  to 
represent PSR 



 

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. 
They would often sit together and admire the great works of art. When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. 
He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his 
only son. About a month later, just before Christmas, There was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a 
large package in his hands.. He said, 'Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved 
many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly.... He often 
talked about you, and your love for art.' The young man held out this package. 'I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great 
artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this.' The father  opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, 
painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The 
father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for 
the picture.. 'Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift.' The father hung the portrait over his man-
tle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other 
great works he had collected. The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influen-
tial people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On 
the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. 'We will start the bidding with this picture of the 
son. Who will bid for this picture?' There was silence...  Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, 'We want to see the 
famous paintings. Skip this one.' But the auctioneer persisted.. 'Will somebody bid for this painting? Who will start the bid-
ding? $100, $200?' Another voice angrily. 'We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Gogh's, the Rem-
brandts. Get on with the Real bids!'  But still the auctioneer continued. 'The son! The son! Who'll take the son?'  Finally, a 
voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. 'I'll give $10 for the paint-
ing...' Being a poor man, it was all he could afford.  'We have $10, who will bid $20?' Give it to him for $10. Let's see the 
masters.'  The crowd was becoming angry.. They didn't want the picture of the son.  They wanted the more worthy invest-
ments for their collections.  The auctioneer pounded the gavel.. 'Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!'  A man sitting on the 
second row shouted, 'Now let's get on with the collection!'  The auctioneer laid down his gavel. 'I'm sorry, the auction is 
over.' 'What about the paintings?'  'I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in 
the will.... I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Who-
ever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!'  
God  gave His son 2,000 years ago to die on the cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: 'The son, the son, 
who'll take the son?'  

Prayer Before Driving:  

God, thank you for the gift of transportation. Help us to stay safe as we journey on the roads today, and let us be good exam-
ples to others as we go out into the world. Amen.  

Questions for the Car  (post on your sun visor for discussion) 

¶ What is something you are thankful for right now? 

¶ What is one thing you appreciate about our family? 

¶ Who are the kids at school you really like/dislike and why? 

¶ If you had three wishes right now, what would you wish for? 

¶ What do you think God has been trying to tell you/us lately? 

WHOõLL TAKE THE SON? 

CAR VISOR CONVERSATION  GUIDE 
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Mothers of Ministry Sharing (M.O.M.S.)  

Moms, here are some reflection questions to ask yourself.  When you 
look back over 2009, have you had time to focus on YOU and how you 
are growing?  WOULD YOU LIKE TO?  

M.O.M.S. sessions are beginning in the end of January, so take some 
time to reflect on what YOU need as a mother.  The sessions 
cover:  Self Esteem, Stress, Spirituality, Feelings, Personal Growth, 
and Friendships.   The sessions last for nine weeks but the benefits last 
a lifetime!  

Dates:  

Thursdays January 28 �± March 25 (Free Childcare provided) 

Sundays   January 24-March 21 7pm-9pm (no childcare provided) 

Meetings are in the St. Joseph Room in the church.  

Contact  Julie Moeller 294-0950 Sign ups are limited so call now!! 

  Monday 5pm   Monday 6:50pm  Wednesday 6:00pm   

1/25    Mrs. Lanza   1/25    Mrs. Bellamy  1/20    Mrs. Hummel   

2/1    Mrs. Rosen   2/1    Mrs. Kleckner  1/27    Mrs. Banholzer   

2/8    Mrs. Kleckner  2/8   Ms. McCune   2/3    Mrs. Floyd      

2/15   No PSR   2/15   No PSR   2/10    Mrs. Porter    

2/22    Mrs. Redd   2/22     Mrs. Krieth  2/17    No PSR   

3/1    Mrs. P. Wilhelm   3/1     Miss Dunsford  2/24    Mrs.  Farran   

3/8  Miss Sallwasser  3/8   Mrs. Estes   3/3   Mrs. Barralle-Roettger  

3/15  No PSR   3/15   No PSR   3/10   Mrs. Silver 

3/22   Mrs. Dineen   3/22   Mr. Palermo  3/17   No PSR   

3/29    Mrs. Ratkowski  3/29    Miss Weiss   3/24    Mrs. Wootten    

4/5   Mrs. Noland   4/5   Mr. Recca   3/31  Miss Schwaegel 

4/12  Mrs. Aleman   4/12   Mrs. Ehrhard/Schoene 4/7   Mr. Catlett    

4/19   Deacon Schaeffer  4/19   Mrs. Schmittgens  4/14   Mrs. Middeke   

4/26   Mrs. Walton  4/26   Mr. Travers   4/21   Mrs. Porter    

5/3    Mr. Statler   5/3   Mr. Ulm   4/28   Ms. Gardner 

        5/5   Mrs. England    

SAFETY PATROL  SCHEDULE 

OUR TEXTBOOK WEBSITE FOR 

ACTIVITIES AND  GAMES 

WWW .FAITHFIRST .COM  

WE �·RE ON  THE  WEB! 

WWW.STJOECOT.ORG 

USE IT  TO  FIND  
CALENDARS,  

SACRAMENTAL 
INFORMATION ,  
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION ,  

NEWSLETTERS AND  
MORE! 


