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Dear Parishioners,

Our semi-annual Parish Newsletter is being sent to you as we begin the season of Lent. Although
Ash Wednesday is not a holyday, many Catholics come to Mass in order to be marked with an ashen
cross on their foreheads.

Ashes, as a sign of repentance, have their origin in the Old Testament. The prophet Jeremiah called
for repentance with the words, “O daughter of my people, gird on sackcloth, roll in the ashes’ (Jeremiah
6:26). When Jonah preached a message of repentance to the people of Nineveh, we hear, “When the
news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in the ashes” (Jonah 3:6).

Even in the New Testament, Jesus refers to the use of sackcloth and ashes as signs of repentance:
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaidal For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been
donein Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes” (Matthew 11:21).

It was not until the end of the 11™ century that Pope Urban I called for the general use of ashes on the
Wednesday before Lent. Only later did this day come to be called Ash Wednesday.

Lent is a season of penance and baptismal renewal for those of us who have been baptized, but it is
also a season of baptismal preparation for our catechumens and candidates (those interested in becoming
Cathalics).

During the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday, one of the formulas that can be used is, “Turn
away from sin and be faithful to the gospel.” Though this formula does not explicitly mention Baptism, it
does recall our baptismal promises to reject sin and profess our faith. This formula is a clear call to
conversion from sin to Jesus Christ. Lent is meant to be atime to “turn away from our sins’” and “live the
gospel message of Jesus Christ.”

On the Easter Vigil, our catechumens (those not baptized) and candidates (those baptized in another
church) will be received into our Catholic Church either through the Sacraments of Initiation ---Baptism,
Confirmation and Holy Communion or through a Profession of Faith in the Catholic Church,
Confirmation and Holy Communion.

When we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, everyone will renew their
baptismal promises during Mass. The Easter season lasts for fifty days and ends on Pentecost Sunday.

May this Lenten-Easter journey be a time to renew our baptismal promises and grow into a deeper
spirituality with our crucified and risen Lord, Jesus Christ!

God bless,

GOD’SHANDIWORK - FRoOsST !!

It was cloudy and really cold the other morning when | went out to get in the truck, and | wasn't
surprised when | found the windows were all frosted over. | grabbed up the trusty scraper and set
to work, wondering the whole time why God made winter. | finished the windshield and was just
starting on the driver’s side window when | noticed for the first time that the frost actually looked
like individual snowflakes etched on the glass. | was admiring God’' s handiwork when suddenly
the sun came out from behind the clouds and the frost on the car window lit up, sparkling like a
thousand brilliant crystal Christmas ornaments. It was then that | realized we, too, are just like the
frost on the window. We're each special, we're each beautiful, and we all sparkle when the * Son’
shines on us - and he shines on us everyday! Keep sparkling!



St. Joseph Parish Touch of Heaven on Earth

Deacon Mike Piva

The purpose of this article is to introduce myself to my new faith
community here at St. Joseph Parish in Cottleville. This article
also affords me the opportunity to express how grateful | am to
everyone for making me feel so very welcomed. | do not want to
single out any individuals to thank for fear of forgetting someone.
Just a big thank you to all of you for making my first months here
such a great experience. | came to St. Joseph in September
2005, after spending two plus years as a Deacon at St. Charles
Borromeo Parish. My days at St. Charles Borromeo were happy
and fulfilled. The Diaconate Office advised me of the need for a
Permanent Deacon here at St Joseph and after prayer, reflection
and discussion with both pastors | decided to accept the transfer.
I miss St. Charles Borromeo, but | never have regretted my
decision. Around the time of my transfer a scripture verse
jumped out at me that seemed to confirm and give me direction
on how to handle the transfer. The verse says words to the affect
‘put your hands to the plow and do not look back’. It is my
prayer that my ministry here at St. Joseph is equal to the
welcome | received and the trust given me by the priests of the
parish.

Now let me give a little of my background. | have been married to my wife Terry for thirty years.
We have two children, a daughter and a son. Our daughter is married and gave us a
granddaughter two years ago. Our son is a junior at the Southeast Missouri State University. |
grew up in south St. Louis County. | attended St. Martins of Tours Grade School and Bishop
DuBourg High School. | have a BS in Business Administration from the University of Missouri-
St. Louis and supplemented my degree with additional management programs over the years.
For over thirty years, | had a career in manufacturing management and management support.
My management career gave me a lot of satisfaction, but as time moved on | grew less and less
satisfied. God was calling — pulling me to His service. A call | originally heard in the primary
grades and one that was clearly stated ‘called to the married life first’. This was a confusing call
until the rebirth of the Permanent Diaconate.

| initially investigated the Permanent Diaconate almost twenty years ago. At that time, | was told
by a very wise priest to wait until my children were older. | entered formation in January 1999
after almost a year of required discernment. | was ordained June 7, 2003. In August of 2002, |
left industry and went to work for St. James the Greater Parish in an administrative function. My
work at St. James provides me with understanding of how a parish operates and gives me some
additional opportunities to minister. It also makes possible my ability to give my ministerial
services to St. Joseph Parish. It is my fervent prayer that | will be a good Deacon for the faith
family here at St. Joseph Parish. | thoroughly enjoy being a Deacon. If anyone reading this
article has any interest in the Diaconate please do not hesitate to contact me. Parish Center
Phone 441-0055 ext. 104.

Deacons share in Christ's mission and grace in a special way. The sacrament of Holy
Orders marks them with an imprint (“character”) which cannot be removed and which
configures them to Christ, who made himself the “deacon” or servant of all. Among other
tasks, it is the task of deacons to assist the bishop and priests in the celebration of the
divine mysteries, above all the Eucharist, in the distribution of Holy Communion, in
assisting at and blessing marriages, in the proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in
presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves to the various ministries of charity.
Catechism 1570
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CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH

is a 30-hour renewal weekend that takes place at the Parish Center beginning at 8:00 am.
on Saturday morning, and ending about 4:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon.

This is a spiritual opportunity for parishioners to deepen their Faith and grow in their
relationship with God and other members of our Parish Community.

Women: April 22-23 Men: May 6-7

Please consider signing up for the next Christ Renews His Parish Weekend that
promises to be uplifting and satisfying. For more information and registration, please
contact one of the following persons:

Tom Williams at 329-1820, Karen Prost at 300-3080, or Cathy Mowery at 300-1833.

Register by email:_jpower s@stjoecot.org or online: www.stjoecot.org and click on the
CRHP button.

ATTENTION !

Who?: Everyone who has made a CRHP weekend here at St Joseph Parish
What? A “Lenten” mini-CRHP Retreat. We arecallingit Keep the Spirit Going.

Where? We will begin by attending Saturday morning 8:00 am Mass all together.
Following Mass we will move to the Parish Center for continental breakfast and
some time to visit a little and get to know some of the people who have made
other weekends. (Don't forget to wear your CRHP name tag!)

We will have Bible Enthronement with atime for reflection on Scripture.

Being it is Lent we will hear a witness on Reconciliation followed by group
sharing on the witness.

There will be a prayer service and our morning will end between 11:30 and
Noon.

When?  On March 4 (thefirst Saturday in Lent). Baby sitting will be available.

Why? We remember our original CRHP weekends. It was a wonderful experience and
presenting the next weekend was even more rewarding. We remember the
witnesses and how they touched our lives. Some of our people have had the
honor of being on the traveling teams and taken CRHP to other parishes, thus
having a chance to renew their CRHP spirit. We are trying to provide an
opportunity to capture that feeling for all of us and “Keep the Spirit Going” by
this mini-retreat.

If you have not been contacted about this special Christ Renews His Parish Lenten Retreat
and would like to join us, please either e-mail Judy Bailey at jbailey@stjoecot.org or call
441-0055 ext 102.
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MAKE LENT A MEANINGFUL TIME

We must first experience the darkness and death of Good Friday
before we feel the joy of our Easter Resurrection.

There are three forms of penance generally practiced during the season of Lent, they are: fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving. In an effort to purge ourselves of sin we use these ways to express
conversion in relation to oneself, to God and to others.

Fasting means limiting oneself to one full meal with two additional smaller meals that together may
not equal the full meal. Catholics who are eighteen years of age but not yet fifty-nine are obliged to
fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Also on these two days as well as all Fridays of Lent
abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen years old and older.

Lent is a time to devote more time to prayer. A good practice is to attend weekday Mass. Our parish
has Mass daily at 6:30 & 8:00am (school masses are at 8:15 am) and 8:00 am on Saturday mornings.

Stations of the Cross are prayed each Friday at 7:30 pm. There will also be Stations for the school
children and all parishioners on March 3, March 10", March 31%, and, April 7" at 2:20pm.

It is very rewarding to spend time in front of the Blessed Sacrament. Our Eucharistic Adoration
Chapel is open from Monday morning at 7:00 am until 8:00 am on Saturdays.

Do some ‘Spring Cleaning’ - dust off the Bible and start reading it each day of Lent. Maybe you will
start a new habit.

Lent is a time for spiritual exercises like voluntary self-denial (giving something ‘up’) almsgiving and
charitable sharing. Almsgiving is depriving oneself of something to be used for the good of others
(financially or materially). Use the Rice Bowls that were given out at school, PSR and at the doors of
our church. Make one of your meals a time to eat less and share the money you would have used to
donate in the Rice Bowl.

Donations are always needed for tuition assistance for our full time school and Parish School of
Religion students.

On some of the Sundays of Lent we will offer opportunities for you to ‘give alms’ to different ministries
and organizations of our parish that help those in our parish and community.

On the weekend of March 4™ & 5™, members of Healthy Beginnings will accept donations of
money, diapers, pull-ups, wipes, etc. These items will be collected at the doors before and after every
mass.

On the weekend of March 18" & 19" members of the Women'’s Ministry, Christ Renews His
Parish and the Youth Ministry will be collecting donations. These Ministries operate on a very tight
budget and your almsgiving will help defray costs of the many programs they provide throughout the
year.

-The Women'’s Ministry provides various programs, as well as, a fall Retreat for women
designed to sharpen our spiritual lives.

-Christ Renews His Parish provides retreats four times a year, for men and women, to
renew their faith. Monies are needed to help cover the expenses for food and supplies
for each weekend.

-Youth Ministry provides Retreats for our teens, sponsors an annual Pro-Life trip, as well
as their weekly meetings and gatherings.

On the weekends of April 1°' & 2"* and April 8" & 9" members of St. Vincent dePaul Society
will collect monetary donations to help those in need with utility bills. Grocery store gift cards will be
collected to help provide Easter baskets for those who depend on the Society for assistance with their
Easter meals.

March 1%, Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, March 15" -
Mass and imposition of ashes Lenten Parish Penance Service
at 6:30 & 8am and 1:45 & 7pm. at 7pm.
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" SMILE"

Our last photo directory was done in 2002. Has your family changed

since that time? Families with children will definitely see the difference.

It is time for a new directory, we have again chosen Lifetouch Church
Directories to provide us with a new photo directory. You will receive a free
8" x 10" portrait and directory for participating.

New this year is the opportunity for you to schedule your own session from
your home. You can go onto our St Joseph Parish home page,
(www.stjoecot.org), click on Church, then Portrait Scheduling, and with
your families calendar right in front of you, choose a date and time that will
fit into your busy schedule. For those who do not have access to a
computer, we will be doing some scheduling after Masses. Watch the

é\
R 6@\\/ bulletin for dates.

Portrait sessions will take place here in our Parish Center. During your
session you will be photographed, view your portraits, and if you
choose, have an opportunity to purchase additional portraits. Please

be prepared to allow up to an hour for your session.

Don't be left out, be a part of this fun way to be connected with your
parish family. h A

VACATION BIBLE

SCHOOL \ OUTDOOR PLANNING *%

JUNE 26 - 30" MEETING AND CLEAN-UP DAY
9am.—NOON . __
o stchth All interested parishioners are welcome to
ease walCl e

church bulletin for attend a planning meeting on Saturday,

nformetion - March 11" at 8am in the Parish Center.
more information: - o The Gardening Angels and anyone with

'.E'I@STa!' gifts in planting and landscaping are
Wher kids are ¢, . . .
410 b invited. We have a spring clean-up day
planned for Saturday morning 8-12
noon, April 8th. The goa is to hep
maintain and keep St. Joseph’s grounds
looking wonderful by Easter and through
out the summer months. There will be
trimming, leaf raking, bagging, planting,
P eic. This is one easy way for all
#BBO & ' () %% parishionersto help our parish continue
* 4 & , & & - * to be a beautiful place to worship by
) . contributing one morning of your time,
/ 0 talent, and energy. So bring your rakes,
1 2 _ 3 . bags, gloves, trimmers, and plenty of
& 45 & drinking water. Also, those who need
67879 : 8: :: #t<= + < service hours are always welcome — be
'& o N 3 aware that thiswill be manual work.

& &* For information please call Janice
Beckmann at 300-1049.

ut Jes's
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ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL UPDATE

The school year is off to a strong start. Our L.O.V.E. (Living Our Values Everyday) theme is *Jesus Colors
Our World with His Love”. If you have had the opportunity to attend our monthly LOV E Mass you have seen
our students and staff in their grade-level colored shirts. It is quite a colorful display! Our students are aso
living their values by practicing them at school (over 2250 LOVE notes issued already this year) and by
reaching out to others. We had overwhelming response for the Hurricane Katrina collection, the Thanksgiving
food collection, and our Christmas Adopt-a-Family program for families served by the parish St. Vincent de
Paul Society. Studentsin grades K-5 are participating in our “Read-to-Feed” campaign to raise funds for the St.
Joachim and Anne Food Pantry. Our Student Council also coordinated the collection of supplies for our troops
in lrag. They were able to assemble and ship 90 boxes to Captain Chris Curry, former St. Joseph parishioner,
for arrival before Thanksgiving. On February 9, “our soldier” presented an assembly for students showing
them Irag, what is being accomplished there, and pictures of some of the Iragi children with whom our troops
shared the contents of our boxes.

Our eighth-graders have participated in Confirmation retreats and have completed their service hours and
classroom preparation for this sacrament. They will be confirmed on April 24 or May 2. Our second graders
received First Reconciliation in November and are now eagerly preparing for and awaiting their First Holy
Communion on April 29 or May 13. Please continue to remember these students in your prayers as they
prepare to receive these sacraments.

Academically, our students participated in standardized testing, the lowa Test of Basic Skills, in the fall. Our
students continue to perform well with reading and mathematics average scores in the top ten percent of the
nation. Congratulations to our eighth graders; all were accepted at their first choices of high schools. Ninety
percent of the Class of 2006 will attend Catholic high schools.

St. Joseph School is completing the self-study process. The process involved needs assessments in the areas
of Catholic Identity, Educational Issues, and Institutional Issues. Six area committees comprised of parents and
staff assessed our current practice in light of established criteria and standards. A five-year plan for
improvement has been drafted to be reviewed by the visiting team on February 28-March 1. We view the
process as another facet of our goal of continuous improvement to ensure that St. Joseph School meets the
needs of its students and families and continuesto be a school of excellence.

St. Joseph School students participated in the Catholic School Art Show at Chesterfield Mall during Catholic
Schools Week. A more extensive art collection was on display throughout the hallways of the school that
week. A record number of students (over 190) are participating in the band program this year. Five bands are
available to students: beginning, intermediate, concert, symphonic, and jazz. Our bands began the year by
playing at Busch Stadium, participate in numerous area band festivals, and will travel to Cincinnati for “Music
in the Parks” competition in May. Students in physical education are preparing for the Presidential Physical
Fitness assessments. In addition to touch keyboarding, computer applications including presentation software,
students are learning Internet safety and podcasting. Students are competent on both Macintosh and PC
platforms.

Registration for current families was completed in February. Registration for students and families new to St.
Joseph School opens on March 3. Many in-coming students are looking forward to participating in our new
full-day kindergarten option.

Spirit Day is Friday, May 12. It will be a colorful day with special morning ceremonies and afternoon carnival
activities. Watch for us as we show our St. Joe spirit!

SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITY Teach me
St. Joseph School-Cottleville is proud to bring the Camp Invention summer program Yaour:
to the area.  Camp Invention is sponsored by the National Inventors Hall of Fame WaYS',
Foundation and is a hands-on science camp for students entering 1st thru 6th grades. o LOl‘d e
Camp isthe week of June 19th from 9 to 3:30pm daily. Registration has begun,
so sign up early to take advantage of early-bird discounts. For more information or to — 1
register go online to www.campinvention.org. I /%9-37
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PUT YOUR FAITH INACTION

The St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference at St.
Joseph is in need of people to answer
crisis calls for help with utility hills,
food, rent/mortgage and other items. &
We are not professionals. Our greatest
tool is prayer that “we may become a
visible sign of Christ and give witness
to His boundless love”.

A’st pEoP\g'
If you are interested in joining our

Conference, making a donation or just curious,
please call our hotline at (314) 286-5137 or come to
one of our meetings held the first Tuesday of each
month in the Parish Center .

QUILTERS OF ST JOSEPH

The "Quilters of St Joseph" are facing a crisis.
Iliness and aging have seriously diminished our
ranks, so that we are finding it is more and more
difficult to prepare enough quilts for four parish
fundraisers each year.

A few years ago we started a Monday evening
session, in addition to our regular Wednesday
8am to 3pm hours. However, because many of
our members cannot drive after dark, attendance
on Monday islimited.

If you have ever had a desire to learn this very
fulfilling art form, we would be glad to teach
you. We ask only that you devote whatever
hours you can to the parish. This doesn®have to
be every week. If you have time to help us at
home, you can prepare quilt tops, hem quilts, or
fashion craft items to sell. This would help
immensely.

The "Quilters of St. Joseph” have been an
ingtitution in the parish for fifty-plus years and
with the help of Almighty God and the people of
the parish we will be able to continue for many
more.

For information, please contact

Anne Striebel at 441-5057.

HELP RESTORE NEW ORLEANS
1 Peter 4:10  Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God@ grace
initsvariousforms.

In conjunction with Catholic Charities Operation
Helping Hands in New Orleans, 1@ looking for
volunteers to travel to New Orleans and help to
restore the homes of the neediest victims of
Hurricane Katrina from April 20th through the 24th.
Simple accommodations and three meals a day will
be provided there.

Monetary donations to the @atholic Charities of
New Orleans@re also accepted.

For more information call parishioner Mary Diller at
477-9293.

Luke 6:35-36 Love, lend and be
compassionate like God.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL COMMITTEE

If you are looking for an opportunity to volunteer, then
please note we are looking for more volunteers to serve
on the ACA committee for our parish. The committee
is responsible for organizing and coordinating our
parish-based efforts in conjunction with the overall
archdiocesan ACA pledge drive effort. We need at
least 3 new people to join the parish committee for the
2006 Appeal.

We need committee membersto help organize parish
volunteers at three |levels:

1) before and after Masses for three weekends
during April and May to assist parishioners
complete their pledge forms;

2) 2) to coordinate volunteers to make follow up
phone calls to secure pledges if they missed that
opportunity to do so on one of those weekends;

3) and 3) to coordinate volunteers who process
pledges weekly and submit them to the
Archdiocese.

Additionally, we have the need for two new coordinator
roles, one to work with the pledge drive efforts with our
school and the other to help us obtain New Donors.

As a parish committee-level volunteer for the 2006
ACA, you will be at the very heart of this Annual
Appeal. Your gift of your time, talent, and energy will
be what continues to make this the most successful
appea of itskindinthe nation. And al we needisthe
gift of yourself and your time. To volunteer or to find
out more information about volunteering please contact
Brian Lukowski at 936-0734.
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BEREAVEMENT
CAREGIVERS

Do you see ads in the bulletin
about Bereavement Caregiver®
meetings and wonder who are
they or what isthat?

Bereavement Caregivers are asmall group of people that
desire to reach out to people who have lost aloved one
and to provide ways to remember their loved ones.

We have been in existence since 1996, ministering in
quiet ways to the individual or family. Some ways we
are present is being at the wake and funeral Mass.
We send out sympathy cards and follow-up with a
phone call to ask how the person is doing. We
encourage people to come to the Grief Support Group.

In addition to these personal connections with grieving
people, we plan the annual ‘Mass of Remembrance’ in
November and the ‘Mass for ®laming A Child® in
January for those who died before birth. We try to be
aware of other activities in the diocese and the
community that would help someone to cope better with
their loss. We publicize these in the bulletin.

The Caregivers meet every other month in the Parish
Center from 1-2:30 p.m. Always feel welcome to join
us when you see the Bulletin ad.

Our next meeting will be March 20, 2006 at | p.m. in the
Parish Center

ST JOSEPH’SVIP SENIORS

ST JOSEPH'S VIP SENIORS hold a potluck
supper the third Friday in January, March, May,
July, September, November and December, at 6pm.
in the Parish Center

Our group is social and we do not have a formal
meeting.

Dues are $1 a month and any outside activity is
paid for by each member.

The first Sunday of each month we attend the 7am.
Mass.

Please call Elaine Green at 329-1639 if you would
liketo cometo ameeting .

Follow in my steps.

GRIEF SUPPORT
GROUP

In our day and age, we hear much
about support groups, especialy
for heath issues (Cancer, MS,
Parkinson®, etc.). Another kind
of support group is grief support.

Some definitions of support include away to sustain
or withstand pressure and stress; to provide a person
with the means of sustaining life; to hold up that
person who is under affliction. A description of
grief is keen menta suffering or distress over
affliction or loss; sharp sorrow. Looking at both of
these words, each contains some of the same
elements.

A support group can compliment what is happening
during grief. In grief, we are experiencing many
feelings and thoughts. Some are familiar. Some are
new. Some, we don®know what to do with. Hereis
where a grief support group can be an invaluable
tool. A grief support group gives us the opportunity
to listen to othersin similar situations as our own; to
share our confusion, our fears, our sadness, and even
our joys to help each other walk the road of grief to
healing, and to be comforted with the presence of
others who are or have been in our shoes.

We are fortunate to have a Grief Support Group at

St. Joseph Parish for our parishioners and others. It
meets on the first and third Saturdays of each
month, all year round, rain or shine. Adults, in any
stage of their grieving of new or past losses are
welcome to join Fran in the Parish Center from 10 -
11:30 am. Fran has videos, pamphlets, and books
that address grief. Most importantly, she has a
gentle, listening heart plus the people offer
assurance and hope that eventually all will be well.
If you have any questions, call Fran at 936-1173.

Please take advantage of this healing process in the
year 2006.

Remember Jesus said, "Come to me all you who are
heavily burdened and | will give you rest."

Take the next step and join us.
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HEALTHY BEGINNINGS

A non-profit (501-C3) home health agency providing prenatal and post-partum nurse visits to families primarily in
St. Charles County. We offer several programs for pregnant and parenting women and high-risk pregnancies and
births for women ages teen through adult.

By far, our largest program is our Teen Parent program. We work closely with the local school districts and Parents
As Teachers to make sure educational goals are met. We provide a mentoring relationship with the young mom and
continue nurse visits for aminimum of three years.

We provide extensive infant/child care education, including parenting classes, CPR, safety, feeding, signs and
symptoms of illness and when to call the doctor.

In addition to nursing care, we also offer monthly support group meetings, we provide diapers, formula, clothes,
toys, baby furniture and other necessities when family resources fall short.

Our goal is to encourage hedthy lifestyles and through education, we hope to decrease the incidence of infant
mortality, low birth weight and child abuse and neglect.

By improving the health of the families we serve, we hope to improve the health of our communities. We believe
every individual deservesto be treated with dignity, respect and compassion.

We rely on the generous donations from the community to continue our mission and to help us provide the basic
necessities to the families we serve.

Donationswill be accepted after all M asses on the weekend of March 4™ & 5™
Items always needed are: diapers, pull-ups, wipes, etc.

ACATHOLIC FEAMILIES TUITFION

) SSISTANCE ENDOWMENT FUND

W ST. JOSEPH WOMEN'S ST. JOSEPH PARISH TUITION

MINISTRY ASSISTANCE FUND

A big thank you to all who attended our Advent Tea Financial aid is available to families through
by Candlelight in December! We look forward to the Archdiocesan Catholic Families Tuition
seeing everyone at the next Advent tea by Assistance Endowment Fund. The criteria
Candielight! for €ligibility are. Applicants must be
Watch the Sunday Bulletin for more information Catholic and must be registered at the
about our Annual Retreat October 6™ & 7. parish. Students must be attending a

Catholic Parochial Elementary or an

Look for “Wi 's Ministry Lenten Reflections” i . . . .
ook Tor | yvormen S IMSTY Lerien fepisdions in Archdiocesan Regiona or Parochial High

the weekly Sunday Bulletin during this coming

L enten Season. School only. Applications are now available

at the Parish Center from 8:00 am to 8:00

COMING SOON! pm Monday thru Thursday and 8:00 am to

St. Joseph Women's Ministry On the Web! 5:00 pm Friday, or you may apply online at

Visit the St Joe Home Page a www.factstuitionaid.com.

www.stjoecot.org and click on the Any family that plans to apply for tuition

Women's Ministry link. assistance from our St Joseph Parish

Look for: fund must apply to the Archdiocesan

- Upcoming event information Assistance Fund or no assistance will be
I(_BZInIten re]flechtionsf received from the parish fund.

even?;yo protes from past Please stop by the parish office to pick up

AND MORE! application forms.  If you have any

questions, please contact Judy Powers at
441-0055, ext 162 or send an e-mail to
j powers@stjoecot.orq.

For information regarding Women's Ministry,
contact Sr. Mary at ext. 113.
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WHO oR WHAT ISM.O.M..S?

M.O.M.S. stands for Ministry of Moms Sharing. It was begun in 1992 as an outreach ministry to
mothers of al ages by the Sisters of St. Benedict of St. Paul‘s Monastery in St. Paul, MN. It spread
to other areas — Cincinnati, Dallas, Indianapolis, Omaha, Orlando, Phoenix, and last but not least,
right here to Cottleville, MO.

In the Spring of 2004, a group of moms offered to experience and to co-pilot M.O.M.S. at St. Joseph Parish.
It is a nine week process where moms of any age including single, married, foster moms, grandmothers, and
godmothers gather to take time to get in touch with who they are as a person with gifts to offer others; to
grow in their spirituality; to expand their circle of friends and support; to be opened to the sacred and holy in
their everyday routine where “NOTHING IS TOO TINY OR TEDIOUS TO BE SPIRITUAL”; to
experience firsthand some prayer rituals that could be started in their families.

Each session touches on a different topic — grace, self-esteem and self-acceptance, stress and worries,
everyday spirituality, feelings, persona growth, values in friendships, and an exploration of their gifts and
where they are caled to use them. The sessons include journaling at home, sharing in twos and threes,
prayer rituas, camaraderie, building community, and learning various topics.

The above input is the mechanics of M.O.M.S. but when the Holy Spirit enters the group gathered in the
Lord's name, GREAT THINGS HAPPEN! Comments from some mothers who have given this gift to
themselves are the following.

‘Through M.O.M.S., | learned to appreciate the small things as God’ s graces.”

“M.O.M.S. dlowed me to connect with women of faith.”

“M.O.M.S helped me realize how much | do for my family.”

“M.O.M.S helped me realize others are going through the same challenges | am.”

The Spring 2006 session is underway. However, Fall 2006 will give you an opportunity to join those
sessions. Watch for the bulletin ads and brochures in the church foyer and side bulletin boards for dates and
sign-up times. Come and see how valuable it is to be involved in a small faith community of moms! Aswe
say at St. Joseph's, “al are welcome in this house”.

Please contact Carol at 978-1622, Elaine at 922-2744, or Michelle at 300-1461, for more information.

HELPING HANDS

Did you know that there are many generous Parishioners who make our Parish Mission
Statement a redlity every day by being people of Christian Hope and Easter Joy, by ministering
to their fellow parishioners?

They do this quietly and efficiently, without fanfare by providing —

transportation to church, doctors, etc.
simple family meals

home care

cards of cheer

funeral lunches
wellnessinformation

respite care

support to the grieving

If you would like to be a part of our Parish Helping Hands Program by sharing your
talents and skills or needing some assistance, please call Toni Delano, our Coordinator
at 314-402-6532.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

The St. Vincent de Paul Society was founded on April 23, 1833, at the initiative of Frederic Ozanam,
a 22-year-old law student in Paris. The Church has referred to the patron of the society, St. Vincent
de Paul, as “the Apostle of Charity” and “Father of the Poor”. The society grew rapidly and was
introduced in the United States in 1845 at the “Old Cathedra” in downtown St. Louis. The group
now works in 132 countries. Ozanam was beatified by John Paul 1. In a 2004 letter to the society,
Pope John Paul Il said: "Your association is a permanent reminder to the Church of her vocation to
express Christ®preferential love for the poor."

The St. Vincent de Paul conference at St. Joseph answers well over a thousand crisis calls each year providing help
with utility bills, food, rent/mortgage, and other items. These charitable works congtitute the greater portion of our
mission, both in terms of time and expense. We depend on monetary donations, food donations, various food/personal
care item drives, and St. Joseph church to support our services. Many of those served are helped with Easter,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas as well. This is made possible through the Easter Basket program, the Thanksgiving
Turkey and Food Drive, the Giving Tree, and Adopt-a-Family Christmas programs. We are very grateful for the
generosity of St. Joseph Parish Members, the Knights of Columbus, the Knights Ladies Auxiliary, St. Joseph PSR, and
St. Joseph School as well as the support of Fr. Calahan, Fr. Larry, and Fr. Hager.

There are various ways to serve in our group. Our greatest need is for individuals (or partners) who monitor the
conference hotline on arotating schedule. All calls are answered within 24 hours. The callers are interviewed and their
needs accessed. Home visits are an important part of our work; it symbolizes reaching out to the needy. The home visit
may first include a visit to the pantry to gather food. These visits must be done in pairs; and so thereis alist of people
who are called upon to accompany those monitoring the hotline. We are not professionals. Our greatest tool is prayer
that “we may become avisible sign of Christ and give witnessto His boundless love”.

If you would like more information about joining us, making a donation or are just curious please cal our hotline at
(314) 286-5137 or come to one of our meetings held the first Tuesday of each month in the Parish Center.

We will be available at all Masses the weekends of April 2 and 8, to collect for our Easter basket program and funds to
assist thosein need.

Eucharistic Adoration
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death;

remain here, and watch with Me.”

(Matthew 26:38)
Our Lord is asking for His apostles to keep Him company in His agony,
and to prepare themselves by prayer for the temptations that will follow
during His Passion and Death. When Our Blessed Lord spoke these words
of the Holy Gospel to His Apostles, He meant them for us as well. He
longs for our company.

Lent is fast approaching. It is a season of prayer and penance before
Easter. Its purpose is to better prepare the faithful for the feast of the
Resurrection and dispose them for a more fruitful reception of the graces
that Christ merited by His passion and death.

Prayer, our voluntary response to the awareness of God's Presence, can be aform of adoration, thanksgiving, gratitude,
petition, or a plea for His mercy on us and an ungrateful world.  Why not pray in the Rea Presence of God, Who
walits patiently in our Chapel where graces are abundant and there for the taking. Graces that will help us overcome
temptations and cope with any situation.

Lent can be a special time to grow closer to Our Savior. Instead of giving up something, why not give something. Our
Lord gave up His very life for us so that we can spend Eterna Life with Him. Please give some of your time to Our
Lord. Our Beloved Savior, iswaiting for usin our Adoration Chapdl.

Hours for Adoration begin at 7:00 am Monday and go through Saturday at 7:45 am
If you would like to commit to aregular hour, please call Steve at 441-0140.
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR SPRING

Please watch the bulletin for announcements regarding the sign ups for Lectors, Ministers of Holy Communion,
Servers, and Ushers for the upcoming liturgies this Spring, including - Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Easter Vigil. [Easter Sunday will be on the regular minister®schedule.]

Minister Schedules are available on-line at the Church website. Hard copies will aso be available when the new
schedule comes out each quarter. Watch the bulletin for announcements

Volunteers are needed

Please call Donna Meyer at 441-0055x145 to volunteer:

-For Palm Sunday to pass out palm branches. Must be present no later than 20 minutes prior to Masstime.
[The earlier the better]

-High School or Adults will be needed to carry processional banners at some of the Palm Sunday weekend
liturgies.

-For the Easter Vigil, to distribute assembly candles.

Volunteers are al so needed to help water plants during the Easter Season - call Rosemary Barron at 939-0762.

COMBINED CHOIRS FOR TRIDUUM LITURGIES:

All of our parish music ministers, and anyone interested in joining a choir, are invited to participate in the choirs for
Holy Week. Two required practices will be held on: Tuesday March 28 and Thursday March 30 in the church at
7:00 p.m. Please sign up or call Donna Meyer at 441-0055x106.

Music Ministry - For information on joining one of our parish choirs as a singer, cantor or instrumentalist, please
contact: Mrs. DonnaMeyer, Music Director:  636-441-0055x106.

For information on all of our Liturgical Ministies, please contact one of the following Coordinators:

Lectors. Charlotte VanderBol at 936-8150

Ministers of Holy Communion: Joe Ingracia at 300-9365

Ministers of Hospitality: Bob Morgan at 928-0244, or John Schlum at 447-5658
Servers. Deacon Mike Piva at 441-0055 ext. 104

Music: DonnaMeyer at 441-0055 ext. 106

ST. JOSEPH EMPLOYMENT MINISTRY

Serving the community of St. Joseph Catholic Church and providing a central point of
communication for employers and those in career transition and development.

We also ask parishioners who are employed to support our efforts by providing job
opportunities or postings at their place of employment. These will be posted
confidentially to only those who have registered with the St. Joseph Employment
Ministry
TO CONTACT THE EMPLOYMENT MINISTRY:
St. Joseph Career Hotline Number:
441-0055, ext. 159
Email: jobs@stjoecot.org
Visit the St. Joseph Employment Ministry website at www.stj oecot.org/church/empl oyment

S. Joseph, Pray for us.
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STROKES

Strokes are the third leading cause of death in the United States after heart disease and cancer.
They are also aleading cause of both physical and menta disabilitiesin older adults.

A stroke occurs when blood flow to the brain is interrupted, cutting off oxygen and nutrients to

the brain. When the brain doesn’t get the oxygen and nutrients that it needs, its cells die or are

damaged. Brain cells that are only hurt can sometimes be repaired but cells that die cannot be

regrown or brought back to life. This may mean that the brain will stop sending signals to parts of the
body that control some types of movement, speech or thoughts.

There are two types of strokes. The first, and most common, is called an ischemic stroke. Ischemic
strokes are caused by a blood clot that blocks a blood vessel in the brain. The clot keeps blood, oxygen
and nutrients from flowing to other parts of the brain. The second type of stroke is called a hemorrhagic
stroke. Thistype of stroke occurs when ablood vessel in the brain bursts, causing bleeding in the brain.

Symptoms of a stroke may be subtle or quite obvious. Someone having a stroke may look confused or
may just appear to not be listening. Other symptoms of a stroke include:

Sudden numbness or weaknessin the face, arm or leg (especially on one side of the body).
Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding.

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes.

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or loss of coordination.

Sudden severe headache with no known cause.

If you believe someone is having a stroke, call 911 immediately. The longer that blood flow is cut off
from the brain, the worse the damage can become. Studies have shown that recovery from a stroke is most
successful if treatment begins within 3 hours of the onset of symptoms.

There are several steps that you can take to reduce your risk of having a stroke.

Control your blood pressure, Stop smoking, Control your diabetes,
Exercise, Eat healthy.

If you smoke, have high blood pressure or diabetes, talk to your doctor about controlling these risk
factors and about what €lse you can do to lower your risk of a stroke.

Sources: www.ninds.nih.gov  www.niapublications.org
www.stroke.org www.NIHseniorhealth.gov

‘PARISHIONERS WITH A DISABILITY’

The following items are a sample of the information and programs available in the Archdioceses and community
to help empower people with a disability. If you are interested in learning more about these or other resources,
call Mary Hirt at 240-6078.

St Peters Catholic School in St. Charles now has a contained specia education classroom.

The Xavier Society for the Blind hasspiritually related reading materia In Braille and large-print.
The St Louis Review isavailable on line.

Sign interpreters (male and female) are available for retreats.

SSM St. Joseph Health Center provides seniors transportation to medical care.

The "Bureau of Special Health Care Needs"' may provide referras to the Elks Mobile Dental Unit.
The 10:30 Sunday Mass at St. Joseph is signed.

There are alimited number of listening devices available to use during liturgy services at St Joseph.
St. Joseph Helping Hands group is available to help parishioners while recovering from surgery.

Thisisjust a sample of the resources available. If you have a concern or know of other resources in the parish
please call Mary Hirt at 240-6078, the Parish Advocate for ‘ Parishioners with a Disability’
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OUR MILITARY
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Lord, Welcome him to your tablein Heaven

1

i SPC Justin Byler, USA, Middle East i
1i1tii1i111t1i11111i111111

"Lord hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them
and their families for the selfless acts they perform for usin our time of need.
| ask thisin the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen."

LCpl Christopher Acey, USMC, Afghanistan
Lt Col Thomas Bailey, USAF, RI
Amn Audrey Barks, USAF, TX
SPC David Bauer, USA, Middle East
SSgt Roger Bell Jr., USAF, MO

Steven Bennett, USAF,
Sgt. Michael Benson, Middle East
SGT Anthony Bryan, USA, MO
PVT Michadl Brodeur, USMC, AZ
PV1 Matthew Brown, USA, Middle East
Sgt William Brown, USA, Middle East
PV2 William Byler, USA, Middle East
SSgt Rob Clancy, USAF, TX
PFC Matthew Clark, USMC, Afghanistan
LT Tom Cowell, USCG, FL
PV 1 Gregory Cooper, USA, TX
PFC Joshua Crisostome, USA, Middle East
Capt Chris Curry, USA, Middle East
SPC John Deschambault, USA, TX
PFC Rolland Deschambault, USA, Middle East
PFC Kyle Detrick, USA, NY
A1C Megan Driscoll, USAF, MO
SSgt Micheal Durbin Jr., USAF, MO
LCpl Andrew Eggebrecht, USMC, Middle East
LCpl Dave Fulkerson, USMC, Middle East
MAJ Dwight Grose, USA, MO
M Sgt Robert Gunlach, USAF,
PFC Sean Hagan, USA, Middle East
A1C Nathan Hanks, USAF, Middle East
CPT Jered Helwig, USA, Germany
Cpl Marc Johnson, USA, NC

Christopher Kalk, USA, Middle East
LTC Philip Kaiser, USA, SC
CW?2, Robert King, USA, Iraq
SSG Joseph Kloeppel, USA, Afghanistan
SrA Walter Kolkmeier, USANG
SKC Deborah Krieger, USNR - Active
SK2 John Krieger, USNR
SR FEric Labath, USN, Bahrain
PFC Andrew Lawson, USA, NC
LCpl Chris Lehmuth, USMC, Middle East
PVT James L ehmuth, USMC, Middle East

Lt Col Mark Lewandowski, USAF, USA

W04 Terrell M cCandrew, USMC, Middle East

Sgt William Miller, USMC, TX

PFC Anthony M occa, USA, MO

SH3 Michael Morris, USN, VA

SFC Morgan Morrow, USA

SFC Clay Morrow, USA

FC1 William M ossinghoff, USN, CA

SPC Andrea Nack, USA, Middle East

PVT Dusty Nadler USA Middle East

SGT Ryan Newlon, USA, WA

LT Matthew Nischwitz, USA, Middle East

A1C Joy Olwig, USAF, TX

A1C Michad Olwig, USAF, TX

SR Damian T Owens, USN, CA

A1C Michadl Pepper, USAF, Germany

Mg TheresaPrice, USAF, Pakistan

SGT Benjamin Roos, USA, KY

PVT Edward Russo, USA, Middle East

SGT John P Ruyle, USA, Middle East

PO1 Benjamin Sanders, USCG, MO

Amn Bradley Schnur, USAF, FL

Lt. Joe Scott, USN, MD

ABH Austin Sharp, USN, WA

WO Gary Shortt, USA, Middle East

SGT Matthew Sims, USA, Middle East

MAJ Jacqueline Simmons, USA, MO

Sgt Sean Sitek, USMC, Japan

Lt. Lynne Strauser, USN, CA

PFC Jeremy Striebel, USA, Middle East

Cpl Jason Taylor, USMC,

2dLt Timothy Thornton, USMC, VA
Joseph Tolliver, ANG

Sgt Jeffrey Scott Verrett, USMC, Afghanistan
Jenny Viers, USAF, Japan

Lt Jimmy Vreeland, USA, Middle East

AO3 JessicaWeber, USN, CA

SrA Rebecca Ambrose Wells, USAF, Germany

LCpl Dave Wilkerson, USMC, Middle East
Steven Winingham 1, USN, VA

TSgt Tyson Wilhelm, USAF, Germany

LTC Joey Wyte, USA, VA

Spring / Lent 2006

St. Joseph Parish

Page 14



St. Joseph Parish Touch of Heaven on Earth

250 CLUB MEMBERS
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QUESTIONS???, PLEASE CALL:
RENEE GORMAN AT 441-0903 OR
JOE MILLER AT 441-8109

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) REGISTRATION
INFORMATION
The Parish School of Religion is open to children, grades K-8, from Catholic

families who reside in this parish and whose children attend public school. No child
will be enrolled in a regular sacramental preparation program unless he or she has

satisfactorily completed either in this PSR program, another Parish religious program, verified home-
school program or a full-time Catholic school: The first grade for children preparing for First
Reconciliation & Communion in the second grade; and the third through seventh grades for children
preparing for Confirmation preparation in eighth grade. No family will be refused admission for
inability to pay fees. Financia arrangements and considerations may be made through the PSR

office.
Re-registrations for the 2006/2007 school year will be mailed at the end of March.

Hours for registration are: Daily - Monday - Friday 9:30am-1:30pm - Parish Center - PSR office

Please register early. Classsizes are limited and registration is on afirst-come, first-served basis.
For new registrations:

A copy of the student’ s baptismal certificate is required along with any other sacramental
information
Please be sure you are registered in this parish prior to returning your PSR form

Y ou may print a copy of aNEW student registration form from our website:  www.stjoecot.org
For more information you may: Visit our PSR website or contact us at 441-0055 ext. 300
LauraWeinzirl, Coordinator of Religious Education — PSR
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May Our Lady

of Guadalupe

cometovisitin
your home?

We would like you to keep a
beautiful image of Our Lady in your home

for one week to pray with Her
for Holy Vocations
to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

For more detail s:Please call
Sharon at 447-3673, Janice at 447-4339, or
Al and Agnes at 281-9605

For Vocations
Lord Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father, grant to
our young people the generosity necessary to
follow Your call and the courage required to
overcome all obstacles to their vocation. May
they be inspired by the lives and examples of
dedicated priests, brothers and sisters.

Give to parents the grace of generosity, faith,
love and a spirit of sacrifice which will inspire
them to offer their children to God® service and
to rejoice whenever one of their children is
called to the religious life.

Let Your example and that of Your Blessed
Mother and Saint Joseph encourage both young
people and parents and let Your grace sustain
them.

Amen.
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Divine Mercy Sunday April 23, 2006

Confessions and Rosary In The Adoration Chapel
Begin At 1:30 p.m.
Chaplet Of The Divine Mercy At 3:00 p.m.
Holy Sacrifice Of The Mass at 3:30 p.m.
Followed By The Rosary

THE MESSAGE OF DIVINE MERCY

October 5, 1938, a young sister of the Congregation of Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy in Poland, died at the age of 33 years. Saint Maria Faustina
Kowaska “left behind a diary in which she recorded her mystica
experiences, in particular, Jesus Christ's desire that the world accept His
limitless Mercy" “My Heart overflows with great Mercy for souls, and
especially for poor Sinners... It isfor them that the Blood and Water
flowed from My Heart as from a fount overflowing with mercy. For
them | dwdll in the tabernacleasKing of Mercy.” (Diary, 367)

In 1931, Our Lord directed Sister Faustinato " Paint an image accor ding
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, | trust in You. (Diary
47) | promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not
perish... | mysef will defend it as My own glory. (Diary, 48) | am
offering people a vessal with which they areto keep coming for gracesto
the fountain of Mercy. That vessd is this image with the signature:
@esus, | trustin You."* (Diary, 327)

"Thetwo raysdenote Blood and Water. The paleray standsfor the Water which makes soulsrighteous. The
red ray stands for the Blood which isthe life of souls. These two raysissued forth from the depths of My tender
mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. ...Happy is the one who will dwell in their
shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him. (Diary, 299) By means of thisimage | shall grant
many gracesto souls.” (Diary, 742)

Of the several elements of the devotion to the Divine Mercy, the most important of these is the Feast of Mercy. Our
Lord stated, in fourteen different revelations in the diary, His desire to have a special feast day to honor and celebrate
The Divine Mercy of God. Diary entry in paragraph 699 statesin part “... | desire that the Feast of Mercy be a
refuge and a shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day, the very depths of My tender
Mercy are open. | pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My Mercy...
The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment. On that day are opened all the divine floodgates through which graces flow. Let no soul fear to
draw near to me, even though itssin be as scarlet" (Diary, 699)

April 30, 2000, Pope John Paul 11, The Great Mercy Pope, canonized Sister Faustina as the First Saint of the new
millennium. He declared on that day that “it is important then that we accept the whole message that comes to us from
the word of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on throughout the Church will be called Divine
Mercy Sunday.©

Please join us this year on April 23, to solemnly celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy beginning at 1:30pm. We
invite al to begin preparing for this celebration on Good Friday with the Novena of Chaplets of the Divine Mercy,
another important element of devotion to The Divine Mercy. Various groups of souls are presented to the Lord for
prayers each day of the Novena.

Some fitting ways to prepare for and observe the Feast of Mercy are:

1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after 5. Receive Holy Communion on the Feast Day
Easter; (in astate of grace);
2. Sincerely repent of all our sins; 6. Veneratethe Image of The Divine Mercy;
3. Place our complete trust in Jesus; 7. Be merciful to others, through our actions,
4. Go to confession, preferably prior to that words, and prayers on their behalf.
Sunday;

For further information on this devotion and Feast Day celebration, please contact Alice Sinak, 300-4465.
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L enten Experience With Rosalind M oss
Saturday, March 11, 9am —4pm
S. Joseph’s Cafeteria

$20.00 per person - Pre-registration required

Priceincludeslunch catered by Bandana’'s Bar-B-Q

Rosalind Mossis an apologist with Catholic Answers. Her compelling and deeply inspiring journey from
her Jewish heritage to Evangelical Protestantism and finally, to the fullness of Christ in the Catholic
Church will leave all with a profound gratitude for the gift of our Faith. She will aso explore Old
Testament themes that find their fulfillment in the Messiah of the New Testament.

Don't miss thisincredible Lenten program.

call Joeor Chris @ 922-4761 for more information or to register.
Presented by, Body of Christ Outreach, Inc.

Catholic Charismatic Center L enten Conference

Renew and enrich your faith journey
join usfor a Lenten Conference
“Rgoicein the Spirit,”
March 24 - 25
Blessed John XXI11 Center,
8300 Morganford

Opening welcome by Bishop Hermann on Friday
Brown bag lunch needed for Saturday

Praise and Wor ship,
Confessions, and
Healing Mass on Saturday

Especially enriching for those who have been in CRHP or ACTS
Registration fee $15.00.

For information or to register call 314-633-2570.
Or at our website www.stlcharismatic.org
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The Third Annual Dinner
Honoring All Priests
Serving The
Saint Charles Deanery

Sponsored by the Serra Club of &. Charles Deanery

Tuesday, April 25,
6:00 p.m.
The Columns Banquet Center,
711 Veterans Memorial Parkway, . Charles.

Reverend Edward J. Burns, Executive Director of the U.S. Bishops
Secretariat for Vocations and Priestly Formation will be the guest speaker.

Our very special guest will bethe Most Reverend Raymond L. Burke.

Please come to show support and appreciation for our faithful Priests.
Tickets are $35.00 per person and will go on saletheend of February

Contact: Sharon at 447-3673 or Janice at 447-4339.
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Cheersfor our Cantorsand Choir Members

Just over 100 singers participate in our parish choirs and cantor program. What do these people give to our
parish? TWO hours of rehearsal every week from September through May, participation in special masses,
sacramental celebrations, prayer services, penance services, sacramental meetings, and of course, Christmas,
Triduum and Easter celebrations, in addition to their weekly mass commitments! Did you know that some of our
choir members and cantors attend 2 masses every week to help provide quality singing to our liturgiest WE
are BLESSED to have choir members who can sing Descant Soprano, Regular Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass
Parts! The addition of harmony adds beauty, and texture to our liturgical music. Our Cantors even attend
workshops and classes to learn to do the best possible job of singing scripture in the psalms, and leading our
singing at the masses. What does it mean to be a choir member at St. Joseph? WE pray together, sing together,
and support one another in our faith, and have fun doing it! We are another example of a small faith community
in our parish, with the special task of leading our parish in "active participation” in the sung liturgy of the church.
Thank you for all the work you do!

Hats of f to our Instrumentalists!

| was 3 years old when the second V atican council introduced the celebration of Mass in the vernacular. Not only
did the language of liturgy change, but so did the music! Composers began introducing alot of new music into the
church, with the hopes of fostering "active participation” in the liturgy, the second Vatican councils vision for the
future of the liturgy. A lot of music, some good and some not so good began appearing in our churches. Guitar
masses, Folk groups and the like became the "instrument" for change. The organ, while holding prominent
importance in liturgica music, was not aways available to everyone, or not always suited to these new styles of
music, or the simplicity of the composers arrangements of melody and guitar chords. Who would have ever
imagined being where we are today - with the increased quality and diversity of music in the church. Who would
have ever imagined trumpets, trombones, guitar, drums, windchimes, flutes, marimba, rainsticks, cabasca, grand
piano, bass guitar, conga drums and more, available to us weekly for adding harmonies, rhythm, tone, color, and
texture to our church’s music? WE are VERY lucky in this Parish, to be blessed with dedicated and talented
instrumentalists, who share the musical gifts with us weekly, enhancing the beauty of the choir's music and
inspiring all of us as we worship together! Thank you for being with us!

$% &
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